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The Shakespeare Class is the mother of our library. In this study class consisting of 20 
women, the Idea of a public library was conceived. They wished to do some definite educational 
work in the town and to start a library seemed the best way to serve the public at large. 

The Shakespeare Class wrote to Dr. Mellwain. state librarian, told him their plans and asked 
for his advice and help. Dr. Mcllwalne replied at once, encouraging the idea and offering to send 
an organizer to help them start. He sent Miss Virginia Jones soon after this and we feel that her 
splendid encouragement and advice was the real foundation of our library. She advised the 
Shakespeare Class that they form a library association, with an initiate fee of one dollar with no 
dues afterwards. 

We have never regretted this for we feel that the general public could not use the library as 
they do were there yearly dues. We also enjoy having the use of the fifty state library books sent 
us every six months, which they could not do unless we were a public library. The ladies of the 
Shakespeare Class canvassed the town and reported one hundred and six members, which also 
meant one hundred and six dollars, to begin with. A meeting of the Smithfield. Library 
Association was called and Mr. E. H. Williams was made our first president A constitution was 
drawn up for the association and Its purpose was declared’ to be to provide, as far as possible, 
good books for the use of the general public in the town of Smithfield and vicinity. The officers 
of the association would be president, vice-president, Secretary and treasurer. There were also 
appointed the following committees, with a chairman as head of each committee: A membership 
committee, to solicit new members, an entertainment committee to provide entertainments from 
time to time for the purpose of raising funds for the association, a library committee to appoint 
the librarian, see that the books were properly indexed and make such rules and regulations that 
seemed necessary, a furnishing committee to solicit necessary furniture for the library, a book 
committee to solicit and order books for the library, a publicity committee to keep the purpose of 
the organization as much before the public as possible, a censor committee to pass upon all 
books received by the association and to either accept or reject same. It was appointed that the 
association meet quarterly. 

The town council gave us our library room. This room is centrally located with many 
windows and built in bookshelves. The association voted to spend fifty dollars for new books, 
and with the books bought with this money and the fifty sent us from the state library, our library 
was born. January, 1925. 

Our library was healthy and strong from its birth. It was born under favorable 
circumstances. It may have had a few hard bumps while it tottered through its first year and 
caused Its guardians some anxious moments, but the determined and ambitious mind of Its 
mother, the loving care and kindness of its nurses and the hard week and protection of its. father. 
made it thrive. 

A baby's diet is the most important thing in the making of a healthy child. The same applies 
to a healthy library. We have fed our bookshelves carefully, and if not scientifically at least with 
common Sense. The first books that the book committee selected were of the standard authors, to 
make a good foundation, The first books sent us from the state library were of a very . mixed 
variety, some nutrious and wholesome; some highly seasoned; some sweet mints, that left a very 
good. 

The furniture committee met with the cooperation of the public and the library was clothed, 
simply, but tastefully. A large druggett was given, a library table and desk, a few chairs and 
several beautiful pictures. The library was opened once a week, every Friday afternoon, from 3 
to 5 o'clock, the chgirman of the library committee appointing two members of the association to 


donations are coming in each week and more books are being issued each week. -The mother of 
the library thinks her child very precious for four years old. 

JUVENILE LIBRARY News 

The Smithfield Public Library is now open at recess on Fridays to give the school children 
an opportunity to borrow books. From the first there has been an eager response. About forty 
children are served each week at this Hour. With the youngest patrons the Bunny Brown series 
are favorites. Boys like Tom Swift and his adventure. Older children prefer the books of Zane 
Orey and Gene Stratton-Porter. 

But the Juvenile Library is so limited and its influence so far-reaching. To me the proper 
reading matter for our children Is so Important. I have had several calls for Longfellow's 
“Evangeline and "The Courtship of Miles Standish,” which are not in the library. The little 
fellows fairly beg for Bunny Brown books. We have only eight of 17 in the series and they are 
always out. We have only eight of the thirty-one Jn this series. I am sure the Boy Scouts would 
enjoy the official Boy Scout Library. And there is need for more which I might mention. I hope i: 
have made clear the need of my enthusiastic readers. May we count on the people of Smithfield 
for help towards a better library for our children? 

Mr. R.A. Cox, Juvenile Librarian 


